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Shahd,10, at a Child-Friendly space in Homs, Syria. Along with her brother, Shahd frequents the centre every day after school 
where she participates in recreational activities, counseling, sports and art. These activities are especially designed to help 
children cope with their situation and restore a sense of normalcy.

Millions of Syrian children bear the scars of war. Psychosocial support is important for their well-being and development. In 
partnership with the State of Kuwait, UNICEF supported Child-Friendly spaces provide structured psychosocial support to more 
than 24,000 children in Homs, Lattakia and Tartous. 
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People stand in a queue to get drinking water from a tanker in Aleppo.

Water is life. Every child has the right to access clean drinking water. In Syria, this lifeline has been used as a weapon of war 
by parties to the conflict. In Aleppo water has been cut for 48 days this year alone. Last summer water was cut more than 40 
times, affecting two million people. The State of Kuwait has contributed critical funding to address the water crisis in Aleppo, 
where 700, 000 people have benefited from water trucking services as an emergency life-saving response.
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A doctor examines Rahma,2, in a medical centre in western Aleppo, rehabilitated with funding from the State of Kuwait. Rahma 
had been suffering from flu and high fever.

The protracted conflict has cripplied Syria’s health care system. One in four hospitals are either partially functioning or closed 
because of the war. More than half of the medical work force has left the contry. In order to strengthen life-saving health care, 
the State of Kuwait has provided pre-fabricated rooms and essential medical equipment to seven health centres in Aleppo serving 
70,000 people.
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In support of UNICEF’s focus on reactivating and strengthening routine immunization services, the State of Kuwait has established 
13 cold rooms in Rural Damascus, Aleppo, Homs, Tartous and Sweida. Cold rooms are being used to store vaccines in a 
controlled environment in order to guarantee the effectiveness of the vaccines.

The strengthened cold chain has been instrumental in enabling UNICEF and health partners in Syria to reach around 2.9 million 
children under-five with polio vaccines through 18 polio campaigns carried out since October 2013. As a result no new cases of 
polio have been reported since January 2014.
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Fadia, seven months, receives her ration of Plumpy’doz at a health centre supported in western Aleppo city. Plumpy’doz provides 
significant vitamins and minerals lacking from Fadia’s diet, preventing malnourishment. Used as a supplement to other food, 
Plumpy’doz completes a child’s nutritional intake and helps the child’s growth.

Thanks to funding by the State of Kuwait, UNICEF will reach 600,000 children and 100,000 pregnant and breast-feeding women 
with micronutrients and nutritional supplements by the end of 2016.

© UNICEF/Syria/2016/Khoder Al-Issa



A first-grade student with his newly received UNICEF notebook on the first day of school in Hassakeh Governorate, Syria.

Costs linked with school supplies have become a barrier to education for many children, with three out of four Syrians now living 
in poverty. With support from the State of Kuwait, UNICEF has provided so far school bags and stationary to 134,000 children 
across Syria in the 2015/16 school year.
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“Two years in one, education is fun! Curriculum B is our chance to catch up on our learning with our peers. Education is our 
right.” A billboard in Damascus, Syria, promoting a new accelerated learning ‘Curriculum B’ programme. The State of Kuwait 
supports awareness raising campaigns, a critical component of the learning programme as many parents are reluctant to re-enroll 
their children who lost years of schooling.

After five years of war, Syria’s enrolment rates have drastically dropped to 74 per cent.Over two million children are out of 
school. The ‘Curriculum B’ programme is designed to help out-of-school children to catch up with their peers.
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Adolescents at a youth centre in Old Homs, Syria taking classes in ICDL (International Computer Driving License), an international 
digital literacy certification.

Funding from the State of Kuwait has enabled UNICEF to provide vocational and life skills training for more than 120,000 young 
people across the country.
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A woman sews winter clothes in Qamishli city, Hassakeh. An innovative partnership in Syria is providing much needed warm 
clothing for the most vulnerable Syrian children. The kits produced by the UNICEF partner with support from the state of Kuwait 
includes a winter jacket, woolen seater, winter trousers, woolen hat, scarf and gloves, woolen socks and winter boots. The 
partnership has created job opportunities for 500 women and men, most of them displaced from other parts of the country 
fleeing the war.
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Mahmoud,5, carries his newly received winter clothes at a shelter for internally displaced families in Tartous.

With many internally displaced families living in tents or unfinished buildings, the harsh winter has taken its toll on children. In 
2015/16, UNICEF through its partners and with support from the State of Kuwait distributed winter clothes and blankets to more 
than 140,000 children across the country.
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