
Children of Syria A UNICEF update

Number of children suffering in Syria doubles in one year

Amman, Jordan – As the conflict in 
Syria approaches another sombre 
milestone, more than twice as many 
children are now affected compared 
to 12 months ago, says a new 
UNICEF report. Particularly hard hit 
are up to a million children who are 
trapped in areas of Syria that are 
under siege or that are hard to reach 
with humanitarian assistance due to 
continued violence.

‘Under Siege – the devastating 
impact on children of three years 
of conflict in Syria” focuses on the 
immense damage caused to the 5.5 
million children now affected by the 
conflict and calls for an immediate 
end to the violence and increased 
support for those affected.

UNICEF estimates that there are 2 
million children like Adnan in need of 

psychological support or treatment.

“For Syria’s children, the past three 
years have been the longest of their 
lives. Must they endure another year 
of suffering?” said UNICEF Executive 
Director Anthony Lake.

The report warns that the future of 
5.5 million children inside Syria and 
living as refugees in neighbouring 
countries hangs in the balance as 
violence, the collapse of health 
and education services, severe 
psychological distress and the 
worsening economic impact on 
families combine to devastate a 
generation.

The report draws attention to the 

suffering experienced by children 

and their families who have been 

trapped in areas under siege for 

many months. 

In host countries, 1.2 million Syrian 

children are now refugees living 

in camps and overwhelmed host 

communities, and have limited 

access to clean water, nutritious food 

or learning opportunities.

The report calls on the global 

community to undertake six critical 

steps including  an end to the 

violence,  immediate access to one 

million children in Syria, investment in 

education for children and support to 

host communities and governments.

To read the full report “Under Siege” 

go to: http://uni.cf/Syria3Y

Fatima and her parents live in a single room on the roof of a building in Mafraq, Jordan.
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‘1.2 million Syrian 
children are now 

refugees’
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By Ayberk Yurtsever

Antakya, Turkey - “Some of 
my friends are frightened of me 
because of the scar on my face and 
they don’t want to play with me,” 
says 9-year-old Safi. “But I do have 
one friend and I love him so much.”

Before Safi and his family fled 
to Turkey, the young boy was 
injured in a bomb attack near the 
port city of Latakia, Syria.  “An 
aeroplane dropped a barrel bomb 
near our house, which shattered 
all the windows. I was hurt when 
they dropped another bomb. I got 
shrapnel fragments in my face and 
back,” he recalls. “Someone from 
our village was going to take me 
to the hospital, but we couldn’t go 
because it was too far away and it 
would take a lot of time. I still have 
some shrapnel in my back, but I 
wasn’t afraid at those moments at 
all. I didn’t feel anything.”

Now Safi, his parents and three 
younger siblings live in a host 
community in Antakya, Turkey, 
where he is able to go to school, as a 

second grade student. “My favourite 
subject is spelling. I go to school at 
8 o’clock and I do my homework in 
the afternoon. Later, I play games in 
the park and in the evening I have 
dinner. I like football — I’m a fan of 
Barcelona FC,” he says.

Like many refugee children, Safi 
says he hopes to become a doctor 
when he grows up. “I want to save 
people from oppression. I want to 
become a doctor and I want to help 

people who are affected by the war 
and to save their lives.” And his 
other dream? To return home, he 
says: “Syria is more beautiful than 
here. I miss our house the most. I 
miss everything there.”

For now, Safi is able to live safely 
away from the bombs. According to 
his teacher, he will soon undergo 
another operation to treat his 
injuries, with the help of benefactors 
from Kuwait.

9-year-old Safi was injured by shrapnel when a barrel bomb dropped near his home in Syria. He and 
his family now live in a host community in Antakya, Turkey. 
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Safi’s story: “I wasn’t afraid -  I didn’t feel anything”

Beirut, Lebanon - Five of the 

world’s leading aid organizations 

say that the three-year old conflict 

has devastated the lives of millions 

of children and young people – and 

a generation is at risk of being lost 

forever.

The heads of UNICEF and UNHCR 

and senior representatives of Mercy 

Corps, Save the Children and World 

Vision International paid a joint 

visit to Lebanon to draw attention 

to the harrowing impact of over 

three years of conflict on 5.5 million 

Syrian children living in Syria and as 

refugees in neighbouring countries.  

They highlighted the unending cycle 

of violence, displacement, worsening 

health, disruption to education and 

learning, and serious psychological 

impact on millions of children.

“For three horrific years, millions of 

innocent children have been living a 

childhood that none should endure. 

The children of Syria cannot, and 

must not, face another year of this 

horror — the violence and cruelty 

that has scarred their lives for three 

long years,” said UNICEF Executive 

Director Anthony Lake.

Aid groups: Syrian children can not endure more misery
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By Salam Abdulmunem

Bekaa Valley, Lebanon - Huda sits 

in a tent, surrounded by her family, 

and talks about leaving her village 

in Idlib, Syria, just over a year ago. 

She was 17 years old and had just 

started taking exams for her high 

school degree.

“I knew before we left, from watching 

television, that Syrian refugees 

suffered when they left home. I was 

sad to leave, but we had no choice 

because our house was bombed,” 

she says.

On the day of that attack, 17 people 

in her village were killed. She holds 

back tears as she recalls, “I heard the 

explosion and saw the dust go up. I 

thought my family was dead. I was 

injured, there was 
blood going down my 
face and all I could 
do was scream, ‘God 
help us!’”

From her quiet village 
life in Syria, Huda now 
lives cheek by jowl in 
a tent, at the crowded 
Dalhamieh informal 
tented settlement in 
the Bekaa Valley. Initially she was 
shocked by the living conditions, but 
she has adjusted the best she can 
saying. “I am now a refugee. The 
noise, the people, the tent, you have 
to adapt and for now I have to forget 
my previous life.”

Even though her life has been turned 
upside-down, Huda is trying to stay 

up-beat. When UNICEF’s partner, 
Beyond Association, started non-
formal education activities at the 
settlement, Huda volunteered to be 
a facilitator. She is finding strength 
in the hope of the four and five-year 
old children she works with, saying, 
“They talk to you with such optimism. 
When I see them, I think, if they can 
be this positive, why I can’t I?”

By David Youngmeyer

Homs, Syria - “I feel very cold here,” 
says 15-year old Hamza, as he 
describes life at a shelter for conflict-
displaced families in Homs city.

The shelter is a former hospital 
that was made available to house 
families displaced from their homes. 
The shelter accommodates 27 
families, with 63 children between 
the ages of 2-17.

Hamza, his five siblings and parents, 
live in the basement of the shelter. 
They share two rooms with other 
relatives – 12 people in total. There 
is a small kitchen and bathroom in 
the entrance area and they sleep on 
mattresses on the floor. An electric 
heater helps to keep warm, but there 

are often power cuts and a lack of 
diesel to run the building’s heating 
system.

The family was displaced from their 
home in Homs almost two years ago 
because of the fighting. They lived in 
Rural Damascus for six months, but 
with their savings depleted, moved 
back to Homs and into the shelter, 
which is run by UNICEF partner, 
Child Care Society. Because they’ve 
moved around so much, each of the 
children is two grades behind where 
they should be.

Hamza reels off the subjects he 
takes at school: physics, chemistry, 
biology, maths, Arabic, English, and 
French. “Before the crisis school 
was 7.30am-1pm,” says Hamza. 

“Now there are two shifts each day 
and we have less time at school. The 
school is very crowded.”

While life at the shelter provides 
some respite, the family’s future 
looks uncertain.

“It’s okay here at the shelter, but I 
would like to go home and back to 
my old school,” says Hamza.

A shelter from the storm in Syria

Sedra and her brother Ahmad play cards on 
the floor of their shelter. The family don’t have 
beds – they sleep on mattresses on the floor. 
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18-year old Huda (right) sits with her siblings in their tent at an 
informal settlement in Lebanon. 

Huda finds hope in Lebanon
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Too traumatised to go to school 
By Jess Wright

Amman, Jordan  – Each time I visit 
Za’atari refugee camp in northern 
Jordan, I’m struck by the many 
stories I hear from refugees about 
the events leading up to their arrival. 
And the more I realise that behind the 
smiling faces in the hustle and bustle 
of families carving out new lives for 
themselves, there are countless 
scars – invisible scars – from the 
conflict they’ve left behind.

Take 8-year-old Raneem, for 
example. Despite being in the safety 
of the refugee camp, Raneem still 
lives in constant fear of what she went 
through back home in Kalamoon, 
rural Damascus.

“They were bombing the village, and 
she was at school,” says Raneem’s 
mother, Kholoud. “The fighting was 
going on around the school, and the 
children were trapped inside all day.”

Whenever their village was bombed, 
the family fled to a shelter along with 
more than 500 other people. “15 days 

of being in and out of the shelter, with 
shelling all around,” Kholoud recalls. 
“Raneem became really afraid and 
would often grab hold of me.”

The family moved to Za’atari a month 
and a half ago, but Raneem won’t 
venture more than ten metres away 
from the caravan they now live in. 
“She’s always afraid, she won’t even 
go to the toilet on her own inside the 
camp,” Kholoud continues.

Kholoud is worried about her 
daughter’s education. “When I tell 
her she’s got to go to school, she 
gets angry and becomes a different 
person. No matter what things we try, 
she won’t go.” Raneem’s behaviour 
has even started to rub off on her 
younger brother Abdel Aziz – a 
normally sociable boy who loves 
playing with marbles – and he’s 
started refusing to go to school too.

The one place that Raneem does 
occasionally go – even on her own – 
is a UNICEF-supported ‘child friendly 

space’ run by our partner, Save the 
Children, where children take part in 
creative activities such as drawing, 
modelling and singing.

At the child friendly space, the little 
girl is starting to come out of her 
shell. “I like going to the child friendly 
space to be with my friends. I like 
playing with toys and singing. There’s 
a game where we sit in a circle and 
sing,” she says.

With support from Save the Children 
and UNICEF, Raneem’s parents 
hope she’ll soon go to school. “She 
has potential, she’s really smart,” 
Kholoud says.

Raneem (left) draws pictures with her brother next in the family’s caravan at the Zaa’atari 
refugee camp in Jordan. 
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Refugees by 
numbers*

Lebanon  963,000
Jordan  585,000
Turkey 640,000
Iraq   227,000
Egypt  135,000
North Africa 20,000
Total   2,570,000
(UNICEF estimates that 50% of these 
refugees are children.)
- Figures have been rounded
*UNHCR registered refugees and individuals awaiting 
registration as of 20 March 2014

“She’s always 
afraid, she won’t 

even go to the toilet 
on her own inside 

the camp”
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For more information:
Juliette Touma
UNICEF Middle East and North Africa 

jtouma@unicef.org 
menaro@unicef.org

www.unicef.org/mena      
childrenofsyria.info
www.twitter.com/unicefmena
www.facebook.com/unicefmena


