
Children of Syria A UNICEF update

Kuwaiti funds build modern sanitation facilities 
in northern Iraq

By Chris Niles

ERBIL, Iraq, 13 October 2013 
— On a hot Sunday afternoon 
in Darashakran refugee camp in 
Kurdistan, four girls are on their way 
to collect water. They range in age 
from 10 to 12 and are carrying plastic 
water containers and saucepans.

“Today we fetch water,” Arleen, 10, 
says. “The tanker comes every day.”

Darashakran camp is very new. 
Work began on its construction in 
June.

More than 63,000 Syrian refugees 
have flooded into Iraq since the 
border opened in mid August.

Darashakran is designed as 
a permanent camp, which will 
eventually hold about 10,000 of 
those refugees. Each family has 
its own bathroom and kitchen and 
each tent is placed on a concrete 
platform, which will better help 

families withstand the rigors of a 
northern Iraqi winter.

Families are trucked in with their 
belongings strapped to the top of 
buses. They’ve come from transit 
camps such as Baherka and 
Baserma. But the camp is nowhere 
near full.

Narleen and her friends are happy 
to interrupt their chores and sing a 
song for some visitors to the camp. 
It’s early days, the school is still 
under construction and although 
Narleen’s friend Lava says she has 
a sore throat, there is not yet any 
medical facility.

But thanks to the support of 
the government of Kuwait, fully 
functioning water and sanitation 
facilities and sewerage disposal 
system are almost completed for 
the nearly 2,000 families who will 
eventually make their home here. 
Each family will have its own latrine 
and bath—a vast improvement on 
the conditions in transit camps, 
where several families share a 
single toilet.

Each family’s unit, including latrine, 
bath with its sewerage disposal, 
costs $US2,000.

“Safe water and sanitation are 
the foundation of good health,” 
said UNICEF Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene Officer Ali Auob. 
“The generous contribution of the 
government and people of Kuwait 
is making an important difference 
to the health and living standards of 
Syrian refugees living in Iraq.”

Arleen, 12, Ashla, 10, Lava, 12 and Narleen, 10, pause in their task of collecting water at Darashakran refugee camp in northern Iraq.
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“Safe water and 
sanitation are the 

foundation of good 
health”
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By Mougabe Koslengar, 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Specialist, UNICEF

IDLEB, 18 October 2013 – As we 
drive through the countryside of 
Syria’s north-west Idleb governorate, 
we pass many villages devoid of life. 
I see buildings riddled with bullet 
holes and holed by shells. Part of an 
apartment block has collapsed.

I am part of a UN mission that 
took place earlier this month to 
assess the humanitarian situation 
in Idleb, in particular the city of 
1.5 million people, where it is 
estimated that up to 70 per cent 
persons have been displaced from 
the surrounding countryside. With 
me are colleagues from the other 
United Nations agencies including 
the World Food Programme, the UN 
Refugee Agency, the International 
Organization of Migration.

Further on, a concrete overbridge 
lies broken and tangled, but we are 
able to nudge by.

One look at OCHA’s “humanitarian 
snapshot” map of Syria for 
September tells the story very 
starkly. On this map, almost the entire 
governorate of Idleb is coloured 
light orange, signifying clash areas 
between January to July of this year. 
A few darker blobs indicate clashes 

in August. The map also shows that 
an estimated 430,000 people are in 
need in the governorate. 

Although UN supply convoys have 
been able to get through the fighting 
and be distributed by local partner 
organisations, this was one of the 
few times in the past two years that it 
was considered safe enough for UN 

staff to travel to Idleb. The mission 
represented an opportunity to talk to 
partners directly and discuss ways to 
increase humanitarian assistance.

Residents were happy to see us, 
but surprised that we had made it 
through: “How did you manage to 
get here?” was a common question.

The city’s infrastructure is creaking, 
however, due to the huge influx of 
displaced families.

The mission team visited two 
shelters, one at a sports stadium 
and the other at a school. But the 

shelters are far from comfortable and 
there is little privacy. There are few 
toilets and bathing facilities, with up 
to six families sharing a single toilet.

Health care services are also limited, 
with only one functioning hospital in 
the city. UNICEF’s partner the Syrian 
Arab Red Crescent (SARC) runs two 
clinics providing essential medical 
services, including a mobile clinic 
servicing the shelters. Diarrhoea 
and upper respiratory tract infections 
were reported to be common in 
children, as was lice.

UNICEF recently provided more 
than 2,100 family hygiene kits, 6,200 
baby hygiene kits, 369 first-aid 
kits, and 200 boxes of Permethryn 
shampoo. A cold room has also been 
provided to support local vaccination 
services, which are able to continue 
almost normally.

The city water system is functioning, 
and UNICEF and ICRC provide tons 
of chlorine to the water authority. 
UNICEF has also provided five large 
water storage tanks, water pumps 
and generators.

A city surrounded by conflict struggles to 
cope under weight of displacement
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The author and a SARC colleague talk with children at a shelter for displaced families in Idleb city. Access to school 
was a key topic. 

Continued on next page

Shelters are far from 
comfortable and there 

is little privacy. 
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A UNICEF-provided water tank sits next to a displaced 
persons shelter in Idleb city. Connected to a well, the 
tank provides a backup to the water network. 

24 October 2013

 www.twitter.com/unicefmena www.facebook.com/unicefmenachildrenofsyria.infowww.unicef.org/mena      

Children of Syria



“I love Super Mario. Thanks to my father, he got me an 
Atari.” Hassan, 6, Zaatari refugee camp. 

Faces of the children of Syria 

©
U

N
IC

E
F/

Jo
rd

an
-2

01
3/

A
bi

m
er

i

©
U

N
IC

E
F/

Jo
rd

an
-2

01
3/

A
bi

m
er

i

“I think everyone should go to school no matter where they 

are or how old they are. With education we can ovecome 

the biggest challenges.” Mozoun, 16, Zaatari refugee 

camp.

Refugees by 
numbers*

Lebanon  799,000

Jordan  550,000

Turkey 503,000

Iraq   198,000

Egypt  126,000

North Africa 15,000

Total   2,191,000
(UNICEF estimates that 50% of these 

refugees are children.)
- Figures have been rounded

*UNHCR registered refugees and individuals awaiting 

registration as of 24 October 2013

In rural areas, where water networks 
have broken down, people have little 
option but to dig traditional wells, 
relying on untreated water. A typhoid 
outbreak occurred last month in 
the north-west of the governorate, 
with 345 cases reported during the 
second half of September. 

Although the garbage collection 
system is still operating and the 
streets look clean, there is a 
hidden menace. All five of the city’s 
sewage treatment plants are out of 
order. Instead of being treated, the 
sewage is simply dumped, which 
causes environmental pollution and 
potential contamination of ground 
water.

I saw many children going to school 
carrying their UNICEF school bags, 
of which tens of thousands have 
been distributed in the governorate, 
but not all children are able to get to 
school. Of the 1,500 schools in Idleb 
governorate, education authority 
figures show that more than 1 in 3 
schools are either completely out of 
service due to damage or are used 
to shelter displaced families. 

Parents I spoke to during the 
mission pointed to the need for 
winter clothing for their children as 
a top priority. UNICEF has provided 
7,400 blankets, 3,000 children’s 
winter sweaters, and 700 sets of 
children’s clothing, but much more 
is needed as winter approaches.

Continued from previous page
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By Tomoya Sonoda & David 
Youngmeyer

DAMASCUS, 19 October 2013 – A 
Back to Learning campaign in Syria 
has reached more than 400,000 
conflict-affected children with school 
bags and education supplies, 
although security and funding 
challenges continue to hamper 
humanitarian efforts. 

UNICEF, in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education and other 
partners around Syria, is supporting 
the campaign which aims to reach 
1 million conflict-affected primary 
school-aged children in all 14 
governorates.

As part of the Back to Learning 
campaign, each child receives a 
UNICEF school bag that contains 
learning supplies, such as notebooks 
and ballpoint pens.

This has been possible thanks in part 
to the generous support of Kuwait, 
which has provided more than US$3 
million towards the campaign.

Tartous is a relatively peaceful area 
in western Syria that has witnessed 
waves of children and families who 
have fled their homes in areas 
where the conflict is most intense, 
including Homs and Idleb, in addition 
to Aleppo.

“Here in Tartous, I feel safe since 
there is no scary noise of shelling and 
bombardment,” says Muhammad. “I 
can also go to school, so I like life 
here. My favourite subject is English. 
I want to continue studying and be a 
good journalist in the future.”

The influx of children to Tartous 
is placing significant pressure on 
the existing school infrastructure, 
with many classrooms being 

overcrowded and forced to run 
morning and afternoon shifts. There 
is also a shortage of teaching staff 
and learning materials.

To help alleviate the strain, UNICEF 
has provided 11 pre-fabricated 
classrooms in Tartous, benefitting 
around 400 students. Tents are also 
provided as temporary classrooms 
where necessary.

Shaza, 15, also from Aleppo, 
attends the afternoon shift class 
in a UNICEF-provided pre-fab at a 
Tartous school.

“Many students displaced from other 
governorates come to class and 

study together,” she says. “we need 
more teachers.”

Shaza says that life in Aleppo was 
difficult: “My family suffered from a 
shortage of food, electricity and gas. 
It was not easy to survive there.”

“Many buildings including schools 
were attacked and burned down. 
When I lived in Aleppo, I could not go 
to school. Children were not allowed 
to walk outside freely because of the 
snipers. So I had to stay at home.”

Shaza says that she appreciates 
the support displaced children like 
her are receiving, meaning that it 
is possible to continue receiving an 
education and look to the future.

Far more financial support and 
funding are needed to provide more 
children inside Syria with access to 
education. Of the US$33.4 million 
UNICEF needs for education 
assistance in Syria, just under 
half, or US$16.5 million, has been 
received.

Emergency school supplies help conflict-affected 
children in Syria back to learning

Displaced girls attend school in a pre-fabricated classroom in Tartous. 
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“Many students 
displaced from other 
governorates come 
to class and study 
together. We need 

more teachers.”

24 October 2013

For more information:
Krystel Abimeri
UNICEF Middle East and North Africa 

kabimeri@unicef.org 
menaro@unicef.org
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