UNICEF’S RESPONSE

TO THE SYRIA CRISIS
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UNICEF / Displaced children and adults fleeing from ISILcontrolled areas in rural Raqqa to Ain Issa
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Children in Need inside Syria and Chidren Refugees in the Region
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fear the sounds of continuous bombing. I also
“Iworry
about the lack of water and electricity,

especially now that winter is here. We used to
bathe every day, but now we can’t” Judy (9), Aleppo.

UNICEF/ Syria, Damascus

UNICEF trucking water to 50 schools in the
capital Damascus and surrounding areas.
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CHILDREN INSIDE SYRIA

UNICEF/ Dar’a
Child writes in a notebook at a make-shift school in rural Dar'a

The conflict in Syria is causing devastating losses to the
country’s economic, social, and human capital. An entire
generation of children has been deprived of the right to live
in dignity.
Access to basic services is fragile in many areas, in part
due to indiscriminate or targeted attacks on facilities such
as schools, water, electricity and health. Children are
the innocent victims of violence, abuse and exploitation,
facing recruitment and use by parties to the conflict, killing
and maiming, abduction and sexual- and gender-based
violence. The situation is compounded by risks of family
separation, arbitrary detention and being subjected to
torture and other forms of ill-treatment. As a result, millions
of children suffer chronic psychological distress, with
consequences for future generations.

families or used for military purposes. The remaining facilities,
including underground schools and learning facilities, are
becoming increasingly overburdened and unsafe for the 5.8
million school-aged children (aged 5-18). As family income
opportunities are lost and resources are depleted due to
rising fuel and food prices, many children drop out of school
and are often forced into hazardous work or to marry at an
early age, thereby increasing their vulnerability to exploitation
and abuse.

The most vulnerable children live in besieged locations and
hard-to-reach areas - where civilian movement, the flow
of goods and essential humanitarian assistance is impeded
by parties to the conflict. Children are exposed to risks
including disease, malnutrition and denial of life-saving aid.
There are 1.7 million children out of school. One in three
schools is either damaged, destroyed, sheltering displaced

% of population
below poverty line

1.5M
Pregnant and lactating
women need nutrition
assistance

85%

Youth unemployment
64.8% for young females

2.9M
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Children need
nutrition assistance

People in need of health assistance,
More than half of public health care
facilities are either closed or
partially operational

SITUATION OF
CHILDREN IN SYRIA

12.8M

Attacks on education
facilities and personnel
(as of October 2016)

750

8.2M
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28.5%

People are in acute
need of humanitarian
WASH assistance

101
Attacks on hospitals and health
care centres across Syria
(as of August 2016)

In the first six months of 2016, close to
750 grave violations against children
were documented, with killing and
maiming and child recruitment being
the most common violations

SYRIAN REFUGEES AND AFFECTED
HOST COMMUNITY CHILDREN

UNICEF/ Iraq
Mohammed, 14, a Syrian refugee from Kobani, watches as oil drains from a
car at the repair shop where he works in Erbil in the Kurdistan region of Iraq.

The unpredictability and danger of daily life inside Syria has
forced more than 2.3 million children to seek refuge and safety
in neighbouring Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt.
Refugees live primarily in urban, peri-urban and rural areas,
with only around 10 per cent living in camps. An estimated 4.4
million people in host communities are affected by the influx of
Syrian refugees.
Depleted resources, the high cost of living and restricted
livelihood opportunities, due to lack of access to employment
and legal residency, are making it difficult for vulnerable
families to meet their own and their children’s basic needs.
The situation is exacerbated by weak economic growth,
overstretched resources and services struggling to meet the
additional needs. Many Syrian refugee families are forced
to resort to early marriage and child labour. Syrian refugees
who lack legal documentation, including unaccompanied
and separated children, live in constant fear of exposure, and
are vulnerable to exploitation like working in low-paying and
dangerous jobs.

cent, or 817,000, are accessing education opportunities, while
close to 48 per cent or 739,000 of the children are out of school.
The Syria crisis places a huge strain on public health
infrastructure across the countries hosting refugees, and has
resulted in overwhelming patient caseloads. Host communities
are at heightened risk of communicable diseases due to
overcrowding, substandard housing, limited access to safe water
and sanitation and varying degrees of access to primary health
care services. Syrian refugees living in host communities exert
pressure on water, sanitation and waste management services.

There are 1.6 million registered school-age Syrian refugee
children in the five refugee host countries. Of those, only 52 per

“

Our homes now are made of wooden panels and some pieces of fabric and tarpaulin. Our furniture is simply the love that
fills our tents; it hugs our bodies and protects us from the heat and the cold” Taghreed (15), Bekaa Valley, Lebanon.

Refugees living outside camps

Children in Turkey,
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq
are in need of winter
assistance (2016-2017)

Percentage of Syria refugees
living below the poverty line
Jordan: 93 per cent of refugees
living outside of camps
Lebanon: over 70 per cent

90%

1.4M

1/3
SITUATION OF
CHILDREN IN REFUGEE
HOST COUNTRIES

1.6M

Egypt: 65 per cent
Iraq: 37 per cent

6.3M

People estimated to be in need
of WASH support in Lebanon,
Jordan and Iraq

Approximately one third
of the population affected
by the Syria crisis are
young people between
the ages of 10 and 24
years

1.6 million registered school-age
Syrian refugee children
52% of children are accessing formal
or informal education opportunities
48% of children are out of school
(739,000)
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UNICEF’S RESPONSE INSIDE SYRIA
(JANUARY - NOVEMBER 2016)

UNICEF/ Hamah
Mobile health teams vaccinate children from door-to-door in Salamieh town

Heightened levels of violence, the worsening security situation, and ongoing access constraints continued to hamper humanitarian
access to those most in need in 2016. Despite these operational challenges, UNICEF and partners worked to sustain the scale of
humanitarian operations, improve the quality of the response and promote longer term resilience-based programmes.

Sector

WASH

Health &
Nutrition

Education

Child
Protection

Early Recovery
& livelihood

Non-Food
Items

14,418,231 people with improved and sustained access
to safe drinking water and sanitation through
infrastructure operation and maintenance services.
819,000 individuals bene ting
from access to
53%
lifesaving/ emergency WASH facilities and services

(US$ million)

UNICEF 2016 Target

UNICEF Response (as of November 2016)
111%

13,004,000

54%

1,504,000

3,504,363 children under ve vaccinated against polio

120%

2,900,000

1,541,409 people accessed primary healthcare
outpatient consultations

102%

1,500,000

17,548 children treated for moderate acute malnutrition and severe acute malnutrition

219%

8,000

975,274 children and pregnant and lactating women
screened for acute malnutrition

83%

1,180,000

2,983,652 children (5-17) in formal education reached
with Back to Learning supplies (textbooks, stationery,
and school bags)
330,557 children accessed non-formal education
opportunities

95%

3,133,500

48%

682,500

1,839,755 individuals reached with mine/explosive
remnants of war risk education activities

88%

2,092,500

169 children survivors or at risk received specialized
child protection services

15%

1,100

1,706 vulnerable families received regular cash/in-kind
transfers, implementation began in October 2016

15%

14,000

611,576 children who received NFIs including seasonal
clothing

57%

1,070,000

Funding Gap

Total requirement 2016: 72.4
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 63.0

13%

Total requirement 2016: 73.5
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 65.9

10%

Total requirement 2016: 89.9
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 63.3

30%

Total requirement 2016: 25.3
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 15.3

39%

Total requirement 2016: 15.6
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 1.5

91%

Total requirement 2016: 32.8
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 27.8

15%

go to school because of the bombardment. I miss my friends so much and I wish that we could go back to our old school.
“ IAtcouldn’t
least we had desks there. We have to sit on the floor here which hurts our feet and backs”
Muhammad (9), Idlib.
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UNICEF’S RESPONSE IN REFUGEE
HOST COUNTRIES
(JANUARY - NOVEMBER 2016)

UNICEF/ Turkey
This is Ahmed-Isa, a 32-year-old teacher and refugee from
Idlib Syria, teaching Syrian refugee children in Turkey

UNICEF continued to support governments’ and partners’ efforts to deliver essential services in refugee camps and host communities.
Outreach campaigns were scaled up to increase children’s enrolment in formal education and access to non-formal education
opportunities. UNICEF supported national protection systems to enhance delivery of psychosocial support. UNICEF and partners
increased immunization services to help keep the region polio-free. WASH services focused on the delivery of adequate and
sustainable supply of safe water in refugee camps and host communities. In host communities, UNICEF provided support to Syrians
and host families. UNICEF sustained cash programmes for families in Egypt, Iraq and Jordan and one-off cash grants / vouchers to
people in Lebanon and Turkey to help meet their most basic and seasonal needs.

Sector

WASH

Health &
Nutrition

Education

Child
Protection

Basic Needs

UNICEF 2016 Target

UNICEF Response (as of November 2016)

(US$ million)

496,304 people accessed an adequate quantity of safe
drinking water in camps in Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq

135%

367,869

411,637 people received hygiene promotion sessions in
Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq

89%

460,922

17,625,916 children - under 5- vaccinated against polio
in Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon and Egypt

108%

16,217,471

71,644 Children supported to access routine
immunization

52%

136,869

581,811 children enrolled in formal education in Turkey,
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq

60%

965,044

30,018 children enrolled in non-formal and informal
education opportunities in Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan

37%

80,214

452,855 children benefited from structured sustained
child protection or psychosocial support programmes

95%

475,584

31,680 children received specialized protection
services (reunification, alternative or specialized care
and services)

135%

23,510

18,425 vulnerable families received sustained cash
assistance in Jordan and Iraq.

95%
73%

25,163

260,062 persons received one-off emergency cash or
cash voucher assistance in Turkey and Lebanon

80%

325,000

Total requirement 2016: 176.9
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 155.0

Funding Gap

12%

Total requirement 2016: 53.2
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 44.3

17%

Total requirement 2016: 441.6
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 283.7

36%

Total requirement 2016: 108.1
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 105.0

03%

Total requirement 2016: 54.7
Funding Status (including
carry-forward as of 13 Dec
2016): 46.8

14%

name is not a ‘refugee‘, my name is a ‘talented girl‘. My talent will be my way out from darkness to light, my way to a new future.
“ My
I am an essential part of the future, and all its many colours wait for me”
Shaymaa (12, Bekaa Valley, Lebanon.

7

UNICEF’S PLANNED
RESPONSE INSIDE SYRIA
FOR 2017
UNICEF/ Damascus, Syria
Bashir, 12, who is in grade 6, in the Mustafa Jwayed school in the
Al-Midan neighbourhood, Damascus, Syria

UNICEF will build on ongoing efforts to scale up humanitarian response, including for the hardest-to-reach and most
vulnerable children. UNICEF will simultaneously invest in medium- to longer-term resilience-building activities like
strengthening local institutions and building the capacity of local communities.

• Support 2.8 million children to enroll in formal education
• Support 336,000 children to access non-formal education
• Support 10,000 children and adolescents with technical and vocational education opportunities
• 360,000 children and adult supported with structured and sustained child protection programmes,
including psychosocial support and parenting programmes

• 1 million people reached with child protection awareness
• 2.5 million people targeted with messages on explosive hazards
• 3.2 million children immunized against polio
• 682,000 children reached by routine immunisation
• 2.1 million primary health consultations supported
• An estimated 12.3 million people served through operations and maintenance of water and sanitation
systems

• 1.5 million people benefit from access to improved lifesaving/emergency WASH facilities and services
• 1.7 million people supported to access hygiene promotion, with a focus on Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs).

• 2 million children/women reached with micro-nutrients
• 900,000 women reached with counseling on infant and young child feeding
• 8,500 children treated for acute malnutrition
• Cash transfers for 12,900 vulnerable families
• Seed funding for 1,500 youth-led projects
• E-vouchers for 150,000 children
• 770,000 most vulnerable children and households benefit from seasonal specific kits
• 450,000 marginalized adolescents and youth play meaningful roles in their communities

Arabic, English and mathematics, and I sometimes play with my friends. This school doesn’t have enough light but we are
“ Inotlearnscared
here”
Nadia (9), Idlib.
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UNICEF’S PLANNED RESPONSE IN
REFUGEE HOST COUNTRIES FOR 2017

UNICEF/ Lebanon

Young Syrian refugees paint inside a school at the
Saadnayel Informal Settlement in Bekaa Valley.

Across Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey:
• Over 1 million children (5-17 years) to enrol in formal education
• Over 471,000 children (3-17 years) will receive school supplies
• 86,000 children (5-17 years) enrolled in non-formal accredited education
• 78,000 children (5-17 years) enrolled in non-formal non-accredited education
• Over 23,000 children receive specialised child protection services
• 297,000 children participating in structured, sustained child protection or psychosocial programmes
• 147,000 adults participating in parenting programmes
• Over 430,000 people reached with information, education and communication on prevention and
response to Gender-Based Violence

• Over 200,000 children receive routine immunisation or vaccination against measles
• Over 15 million children receive polio vaccination
• 600,000 medical consultations supported (Lebanon)
• 2.6 million people benefit from access to improved water
• Almost 700,000 people access water through temporary means like water trucking
• Over 620,000 people receive hygiene promotion sessions
• Over 100,000 people attending school, child-friendly spaces and health centres have access to WASH
facilities (Jordan)

• Over 48,000 caregivers receive counselling on Infant and Young Child Feeding
• 24,000 children screened for malnutrition
• 50,000 vulnerable families receive monthly cash assistance (Jordan and Iraq)
• 165,000 individuals receive seasonal support through cash (Turkey)
• 130,000 disadvataged children to benefit from humanitarian education cash transfer (Lebanon)
• 6,000 youth supported with employment referral and income-generation activities (Lebanon)
• 36,000 Palestinian children and adolescents benefit from psychosocial support services, and
27,000 Palestinians participate in WASH-awareness raising sessions (Lebanon)
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UNICEF PLANNED RESPONSE IN
2018 IN REFUGEE HOST COUNTRIES

UNICEF/ Jordan
Syrian refugee children, attending a Makani
learning centre in Mafraq, Jordan

Across Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey UNICEF will support
• 947,000 children (5-17 years) to enrol in formal general education
• Over 485,000 children (3-17 years) will receive school supplies
• 97,000 children (5-17 years) enrolled in non-formal accredited education
• 87,000 children (5-17 years) enrolled in non-formal non-accredited education
• Over 24,000 children receive specialised child protection services
• 317,000 children participating in structured, sustained child protection or psychosocial programmes
• 169,000 adults participating in parenting programmes
• Over 430,000 people reached with information, education and communication on prevention and
response to Gender-Based Violence

• Over 200,000 children receive routine immunisation or vaccination against measles
• 600,000 medical consultations supported (Lebanon)
• Over 15 million children receive polio vaccination
• 2.9 million people benefit from access to improved water
• Almost 600,000 people access water through temporary means like water trucking
• Over 620,000 people receive hygiene-promotion sessions
• Over 100,000 people attending school, child-friendly spaces and health centres in Jordan have
access to WASH facilities

• Over 48,000 caregivers receive counselling on Infant and Young Child Feeding
• 23,000 children screened for malnutrition
• 50,000 vulnerable families receive monthly cash assistance (Jordan and Iraq)
• 110,000 individuals receive seasonal support through cash (Turkey)
• 130,000 disadvataged children to benefit from humanitarian education cash transfer (Lebanon)
• 6,000 youth supported with employment referral and income-generation activities (Lebanon)
• 36,000 Palestinian children and adolescents benefit from psychosocial support services and
27,000 Palestinians participate in WASH-awareness raising sessions (Lebanon)

“Iup.”love coming here because the teachers are so kind and I learn a lot. I want to be a pilot when I grow
Mariam (11) at a Makani centre in Jordan.
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UNICEF’S FINANCIAL APPEAL FOR RESPONSE INSIDE SYRIA: USD$ 354.6 MILLION

2017

94,412,122
82,960,750
62,686,310
37,437,120
30,909,675
30,111,120
16,120,951

Education

354,638,896

TOTAL

Water, sanitation and hygiene
Health
Non-food items
Nutrition
Child protection
Early recovery

UNICEF’s Financial Appeal for Response in Syria Refugee Host Countries (per country) for 2017-2018

2017

465,260,213

LEBANON

420,491,892

278,102,154

JORDAN

268,617,804

234,892,154

TURKEY

269,230,000

38,021,500

IRAQ

37,652,296

17,774,000

EGYPT

16,058,000

7,500,000

REGIONAL

1,041,550,413

TOTAL

2018

7,500,000
1,019,549,992

UNICEF’s Financial Appeal for Response in Syria Refugee Host Countries (per sector) for 2017-2018

2017

542,712,685
197,419,974
112,253,726
56,100,000
38,589,000
36,395,000
31,075,000
19,505,028
1,041,550,413

Education
Water, sanitation and hygiene
Child protection
Basic needs
Youth/adolescents
Health and Nutrition
Social policy
Palestinian programme (Lebanon)
TOTAL
TOTAL

547,219,567
174,735,624
118,594,476
51,640,000
37,487,800
36,0003,000
28,815,000
17,554,525
1,019,549,992

2018

TOTAL REQUIRMENTS FOR 2017: NEARLY $1.4 BILLION* SYRIA, LEBANON, IRAQ, JORDAN, EGYPT, TURKEY
*$1,396,189,309

UNICEF Thanks its Syria Crisis Partners and Donors:
Nearly six years into the conflict, UNICEF works to meet the most urgent needs of children and affected communities with
invaluable support from donors and local partners, including governments, local and international non-governmental organisations,
community-based organisations and the private sector.
Without the generous funding from donors and the dedication of partners, UNICEF would have reached far fewer children in
2016. Scaling up UNICEF’s humanitarian response for children inside Syria in 2017 and in the five neighbouring host countries in
2017-2018 depends on the commitment of the donor community and partners’ help in responding to children’s most urgent needs.
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Genevieve Boutin
Syria Crisis Coordinator and Chief of Humanitarian
Affairs
gboutin@unicef.org | +962796835058
Juliette Touma
Regional Chief of Communications
jtouma@unicef.org | +962798674628
United Nations Children’s Fund
Regional Office for the Middle East & North Africa
Amman
Jordan
www.unicef.org | www.childrenofsyria.info
www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena
twitter.com/UNICEFmena
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