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Keeping Syrian
Children Warm
UNICEF Syria urgently requires $10 million to provide
400,000 children with winter clothes

Keeping Children Warm in Syria
Winter is coming and many children in Syria cannot afford simple basic items like
winter clothing.
UNICEF urgently requires $10 million to provide winter clothing for 400,000
vulnerable internally displaced children inside Syria.
The impact of four years of conflict in Syria has been
devastating for millions of children. Unrelenting
violence, grave human rights violations, massive
population displacement and damage to infrastructure
and essential services has left 10.8 million people
in need of essential humanitarian support, of whom
nearly 5 million are children.
Many displaced people live in collective centres or
private unfinished residential areas in poor conditions.
Access to power is limited, the quantity and quality
of drinking water inadequate, and sanitation facilities
poor.
An estimated 3 million children are displaced, one
million children are out of school, and another one
million at risk of dropping out due to insecurity. School
attendance rates are as low as 36% especially in
hard-to-reach areas. There is an acute lack of learning
spaces, with one in five schools destroyed, damaged
or used for other purposes.

to possible skin diseases and other communicable
diseases.
The onset of the cold season can begin as early as
November and temperatures in Syria are expected to
drop between 2°C and 5°C during the winter months.
The far northern interior can be even colder, with subzero temperatures recorded.
Such weather – extended over several months –
will exacerbate the already difficult living conditions
for crisis-affected Syrians and makes the timely
distribution of winter supplies critical.
Over the winter period it is critical that children in
Syria – particularly those who have been displaced and
whose lives have been affected by the conflict- are
adequately cared for and kept warm.

A lack of access to clean water, hygiene and sanitation
coupled with the deteriorating food security situation
is raising serious concerns about the nutritional status
of children while the collapsing health care and water
systems are exposing children to infectious diseases.
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Only 47% of hospitals are fully functioning and the
availability of safe drinking water has been reduced by
at least 50% compared to pre-crisis levels. In some
locations families are only receiving 5 litres of water a
day which is well below acceptable levels.
In these conditions, cold weather exacerbates the risk
of respiratory infections, especially for children.
A significant decrease in temperature disturbs the
water distribution system and affects shelter and
sanitation facilities and networks. Displaced people
are particularly vulnerable. They suffer from a lack
of proper shelter, and reliable heating, and live in
crowded and unsanitary conditions that can contribute
to increased incidents of water and sanitation related
diseases.
Without hot water people are less inclined to maintain
regular personal hygiene practices. This can be
particularly hazardous to children, exposing them
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“Last winter, we were very cold. This year, we
are even worse off than last year. We had a little
money when we first arrived, but now we have
nothing”.
Hamed, 8.

400,000 children in Syria are in
urgent need of winter clothes
While several UN agencies and partners are providing
blankets, plastic sheets and other basic items,
UNICEF is the main provider of children’s clothing.
UNICEF aims to provide clothing kits to at least
400,000 internally displaced children in four priority
Governorates: Homs, Tartous, Aleppo and Qamishly.
UNICEF has a field presence in these locations, with
outreach teams in all 14 Governorates of the country.
The UNICEF field hubs will be responsible for
monitoring the distribution of clothing kits to most
vulnerable children. Distribution will be done by
volunteers, mainly youth identified by UNICEF through
its hubs.
Children’s clothing will be provided by age, size
and gender, including newborn babies, and will be
culturally appropriate.
The strategy for procurement will be twofold:
UNICEF is exploring opportunities to procure some of
the clothing kits locally, depending on the quantity and
quality of the production, while continuing to purchase
off-shore, as funding becomes available.
UNICEF has already identified local workshops and
women’s associations for the production of children’s
clothes.
With current funding available, UNICEF Syria is in the
process of procuring over 83,000 clothing kits, but
critical gaps remain and the winter months are fast
approaching.

Together we can make this happen.
Helping one child keep warm will make a big
difference!
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US$40 provides a clothing kit for a vulnerable
internally displaced child:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter jacket
Woolen sweater
Warm winter trouser
Woolen hat and scarf set
Woolen socks
Winter boots
Woolen gloves

| 3

